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THE   INTERRELATIONSHIP   OF   GRAPHIC   MOVEMENTS
The most important point for an interpretation is the under-
standing of the relationships of features. In all studies of expres-
sion, the most important rule is that one element acquires sig-
nificance only in relation to the whole. Therefore the elementary
meaning is like a letter whose significance is derived from its com-
bination with other letters in forming a word.
For instance, if we find low pressure and circular curves to-
gether, the significance of low pressure as weakness is so modified
by the rhythmic element of the rounded curves that this kind of
weakness may be considered as sensitivity.
If low pressure is accompanied by sudden movements or lines
in different directions, we have not a passive weakness but rather an
emotional one which might be described as nervous irritability.
A combination of low pressure with interrupted lines or confine-
ment to a spot or monotonous movements indicates a high degree
of weakness which might range from passivity and inhibition to an
emotional disturbance.
High pressure in connection with rhythmical forms hints at
creative capacity.
High pressure accompanied by movements without rhythm and
balance might hint at aggressiveness.
High pressure combined with confinement to a spot indicates a
stopping of energies, and hence a tension in personality.
High pressure combined with lines going in different directions,
with interruption, or with sudden areas of low pressure, might Mat
at a manic-depressive organization.
Broad movements connected with high pressure may hint at an
active personality.
If broad movements are accompanied by sudden movements and
straight lines there may appear a tendency toward domination.
If broad movements are related to lines in different directions
such expansive movements, involving an element of turmoil, hint at
a tendency to antagonize one's own environment.
Broad movements combined with interrupted lines or confine-
ment indicate that the expansive movement is stopped., aBd this
lack of fluidity and relationship leads us to believe that the child is
not very approachable.
Narrow movements connected with low pressure seem to indi-
cate discouragemaaL